
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Diane Neil Mills 
Chairman 
Wimbledon and Putney Commons 
Manor Cottage 
Windmill Road 
Wimbledon Common 
London 
SW19 5NR 
 
 
 

 
Dear Diane 
 
WIMBLEDON AND PUTNEY COMMONS:  PROPOSED INCREASE IN COMMONS 
LEVY 

 
I am grateful to you and your Chief Executive, Stephen Bound, for meeting me and 
Cllr Eleanor Stringer, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Civic Pride and Cllr 
Billy Christie, Cabinet Member for Finance and Corporate Services, along with 
Hannah Doody, Merton’s Chief Executive, and Roger Kershaw, Interim Executive 
Director of Finance, on 8 February, to discuss our concerns about your plans to 
increase the Commons Levy by 12.4%; and your proposals for a further 25% Levy 
increase on top of this. 
 
The Commons are a fantastic natural asset and open space enjoyed by people in 
Merton and across London; they provide an important habitat supporting a wide-
range of biodiversity.  We are proud to be home to the Commons, and support the 
work of the Conservators to preserve and enhance the Commons for the benefit of 
today’s residents and future generations. 
 
We shared with you our concerns about your proposals to raise the Commons Levy 
by the maximum amount, 12.4%.  At a time of a Cost of Living Emergency, the 
Council is having to meet rising energy costs, higher bills and inflation, all while 
experiencing significant loss of income from fees and charges as a result of the 
Covid pandemic, and another real-terms cut in government funding. 
 
Through careful financial management, and difficult decisions, we have been able to 
prepare a balanced budget while still protecting funding for crucuial services such as 
social care, as well as providing support for those who need it most during the Cost 
of Living Emergency, including a 1% Council Tax discount for council taxpayers in 
bands A-D.  The planned 12.4% Levy increase would have a detrimental impact on 
the Council’s own budget and the services we provide for our residents.   
 
It is particulalrly troubling that despite our own careful financial management, our own 
budget plans could be impacted as a result of the Conservators own financial 
management, including what you recognise is an unsustainable budget deficit. 
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Such a large increase in the Commons Levy at this time is inappropriate and 
unacceptable.  As we made clear in our meeting, we cannot suppoort such an 
increase.  Nor can we support any proposal to increase the Levy by 25%. 
 
As a billing authority, there are not insignificant administrative costs to the Council in 
collecting the Levy on the Conservators behalf.  This approach no longer feels fit for 
purpose and we will want to consider with the other boroughs that the Commons fall 
within, and government, alternative options that would provide greater clarity and 
certainty for the Conservators, the boroughs, and to residents on the funding being 
raised.  
 
We call on the Conservators to urgently rethink this proposal, and offer to work with 
you and the other boroughs to ensure a more sustainable future for the Commons. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 
   
Councillor Ross Garrod     
Leader of the Council     


